English 061
Professor Roe								SUMMER 2014
WR#6: The Big One
Argumentative Research Paper

Points: 70
Pages: 4 ½ -5 pages, plus a Works Cited page (using MLA format)
Sources: minimum of FOUR
Topic: Must be Current, Controversial, Researchable, and “Should”-based (arguing for or against a specific policy or course of action)

To Discover Your Topic: Pose a Research Question that can be answered with a SHOULD or SHOULD NOT response 

For example: 
1. Are energy drinks dangerous for teens? (If yes, then they SHOULD be restricted.) Do energy drinks help young people function better in school and sports? (If yes, then they SHOULD be an option for teens to improve their performance.) 

2. Do scream rooms help discipline disruptive or violent schoolchildren? (If yes, then CA schools SHOULD have scream rooms.) Are scream rooms “cruel and unusual punishment”? (If yes, then CA schools SHOULD ban scream rooms.)

3. Is “Stand Your Ground” policy an effective way to allow people to defend themselves? (If yes, then states/CA SHOULD adopt Stand Your Ground policies.)  Can “Stand Your Ground” be easily abused and misinterpreted? (If yes, then states/CA SHOULD NOT adopt Stand Your Ground policies.)

4. Are e-cigarettes harmless?  (If yes, then they SHOULD be permitted in restaurants, bars, school campuses, and other public places; if no, then they SHOULD be banned from these locations and perhaps they SHOULD NOT be sold to minors.)

Structure: Standard Method or Problem-Solution Method
Suggestion: Use a journal topic
Due Dates: Outline due Tuesday; Final Copy due Thursday
Name: ________________________
OUTLINE for WR#6: Standard Method
(1) Introduction
	Hook



	Thesis (should statement)


(2) Definition of Unclear Terms from Thesis




(3) First Supporting Point (with cited evidence)





(4) Second Supporting Point (with cited evidence)





(5) Third/Best Supporting Point (with cited evidence)





(6) Raise/Refute One Opposing View 




(7) Conclusion

OUTLINE for WR#6: Problem-Solution Method

Section 1 (3-4 Paragraphs)  SET UP of the Problem
Present cited facts to show that something is wrong with the way things are now





Section 2 (3-4 Paragraphs)   ARGUMENT for Solution
State thesis  (should)



Explain how the policy works (define it)




Explain how it would be implemented




Present evidence that it would be successful




Consider why this is better than other solutions



Raise/Refute one Opposing View




Conclusion
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